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help ensure that crime victims have the rights 
and protections they deserve. 

Now, Therefore I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through 
April 28, 2007, as National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week. I encourage all Americans to 
help raise awareness and promote the cause 
of victims’ rights in their communities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:52 a.m., April 24, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 25. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Proclamation 8131—National Park 
Week, 2007 
April 20, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Americans take great pride in our coun-

try’s natural beauty, and our Nation is blessed 
to have a park system of more than 80 million 
acres that belongs to us all. During National 
Park Week, we underscore our dedication to 
conserving these national treasures, and we 
pay tribute to the dedicated employees and 
volunteers of the National Park Service who 
care for them. 

Established in 1916, the National Park 
Service now oversees a National Park System 
that has grown to include almost 400 sites, 
with parks in nearly every State. These parks 
protect beautiful landscapes, tell important 
stories about our country’s past, and encour-
age our citizens to conserve our natural envi-
ronment and celebrate our national history. 
They are places to learn, exercise, and spend 
time with family and friends. Through her 

work with the Junior Rangers and the Na-
tional Park Foundation, First Lady Laura 
Bush and others are working to expand ac-
cess to the riches of our parks. 

In anticipation of the 100th anniversary of 
the National Park Service in 2016, my Ad-
ministration has launched the National Parks 
Centennial Initiative. The initiative calls 
upon government, the private sector, and our 
citizenry to share in an effort to help prepare 
our parks for another century of conserva-
tion, preservation, and enjoyment. We will 
work to enhance park habitats, expand visitor 
services, increase educational opportunities, 
implement new technologies, and hire addi-
tional seasonal park rangers. By maintaining 
and improving our park system, we can en-
sure that our national parks will thrive for 
the next 100 years and beyond. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through 
April 29, 2007, as National Park Week. This 
year’s theme is ‘‘Your National Parks: Ex-
plore, Learn, and Protect.’’ I invite all my 
fellow citizens to join me in celebrating 
America’s national parks by visiting these 
wonderful spaces, discovering all they have 
to offer, and becoming active participants in 
park conservation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:52 a.m., April 24, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 25. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 
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Statement on the Death of 
Representative Juanita 
Millender-McDonald 
April 22, 2007 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
death of Congresswoman Juanita Millender- 
McDonald of California. She was a dedicated 
public servant who tirelessly and honorably 
served her country for many years. We hold 
Rep. Millender-McDonald’s family, friends, 
staff, and constituents in our thoughts and 
prayers. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Military Leaders and an Exchange 
With Reporters 
April 23, 2007 

The President. It’s my high honor to wel-
come General David Petraeus back to the 
Oval Office, and I appreciate Deputy Sec-
retary England and General Pace joining us. 
General Petraeus has taken on a very impor-
tant assignment for the security of our coun-
try and for the peace of the world, and that 
is to help this young Iraqi democracy become 
stable, evolve into a country that can defend 
itself and govern itself and serve as an ally 
in this war against extremists and radicals 
who wish to do us harm. 

General Petraeus has been there for a 
brief period of time, on his second tour. 
About a little over half of the troops—around 
half of the troops he’s requested have arrived 
on the scene. These troops are all aimed at 
helping the Iraqi Government find the 
breathing space necessary to do what the 
people want them to do, and that is to rec-
oncile and move forward with a government 
of and by and for the Iraqi people. So, Gen-
eral Petraeus, we welcome you here. 

Gen. David H. Petraeus. Thank you. 
The President. It’s a tough time there, 

as the General will tell the Congress. He’s 
here not only to check in with me and other 
members of my team, but also, he’ll be going 
up to the Hill, going up to the joint session 
of the Congress to brief the Members, both 
Republican and Democrat, about what’s 
going right and what’s not going right. He’s 
a straightforward man who is implementing 

a very good plan to achieve our strategic ob-
jectives. 

As the General will tell the folks on Capitol 
Hill, there’s been some progress. There’s 
been some horrific bombings, of course. 
There’s also a decline in sectarian violence. 
And I appreciate you coming, and I really 
thank you and your family for your service 
to our country. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions. Deb 
[Deb Riechmann, Associated Press]. 

Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Q. Mr. President, Senator Reid says you’re 

in denial about Iraq and that Congress is 
going to pass a bill that includes a fair and 
reasonable timetable for withdrawal. Could 
you compromise? Could you accept anything 
that looks like that at all? 

The President. I believe strongly that 
politicians in Washington shouldn’t be telling 
generals how to do their job, and I believe 
artificial timetables of withdrawal would be 
a mistake. A artificial timetable of withdrawal 
would say to an enemy, just wait them out. 
It would say to the Iraqis, don’t do hard 
things necessary to achieve our objectives. 
And it would be discouraging for our troops. 
And therefore, I will strongly reject a artifi-
cial timetable withdrawal and/or Washington 
politicians trying to tell those who wear the 
uniform how to do their job. 

I will, of course, be willing to work with 
the Congress, both Republicans and Demo-
crats, on a way forward. That’s what I said 
during the Cabinet Room. But I also made 
it clear that no matter how tough it may look, 
that for the Congress to micromanage this 
process is a mistake. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales 
Q. The Attorney General is still getting a 

lot of criticism over the U.S. attorneys situa-
tion. Was his explanation sufficient, or is 
there more he needs to do to try to turn 
things around? 

The President. The Attorney General 
went up and gave a very candid assessment 
and answered every question he could pos-
sibly answer, honestly answer, in a way that 
increased my confidence in his ability to do 
the job. 
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